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to get on with current 2008
issues we have condensed
all 2007 articles. Please
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families and friends. You may view the
newsletter at: www.costaricamethodist.org.
Pass it on!
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Be ye fishers of men -
YOU catch them &
HE'LL clean them!!

Spanish Language Institute Students
November 2007

he teen-age youth sat on the fringe of

the group, hesitant and unresponsive
to the friendly advances of the three North
Americans in his orphanage home. His face bore a
frown and his mannerisms were cold and closed.
And as the boy sat apprehensively during a Bible
study, the three language student missionaries
thought ministering to the Costa Rican boy to be a
fruitless cause.

But the epiphany came after the Bible message. At
the conclusion of the study, the three-person team
followed their words with gifts. And when the
teenage bay, Geronimo, received his box
containing candy, toys and Bible tracks, his
previous frowns changed into toothy grins.

And none of the gifts in the box meant so much to
Geronimo as the simple toothbrush he dug from
the bottom. He urgently ran to the bathroom to
brush immediately after its discovery.

And so a connection was made, and a bridge of
sorts crossed. Geronimo's background we don't
know, but we pray that he, like the other boys at
the San Carlos orphanage, would ponder the
words of the Gospel long after they were
delivered. And we pray that the words spoken to
him and the other boys about their value in Christ
would fully register in their hearts and change their
lives.

And this goal of changing lives with the Gospel
took many forms in the weekend's activities.
Having breakfasted on a hearty buffet, our group
of two dozen students from the Spanish Language
Institute of San Jose split into our various groups
to begin our outreach to the community.

A local school acted as the home base for several
Bible classes for kids. Though before the classes,
plenty of time was allotted for playing games.
Toilet paper mummy contests (who can wrap their
“mummy” the best in two minutes), tossing
Frisbees, jumping rope and playing soccer were
enjoyed by youths and adults alike, and brought
kids in from the surrounding neighborhood. After
game time, the kids sang songs and heard Bible
lessons about the parables of the lost coin and the
lost sheep.
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During the Bible classes, two separate groups set
out for door-to-door evangelism to houses nearby
the school. Overall the people seemed receptive to
hearing the Gospel message, and all the people
talked to were invited to a weekly Bible study at a
local pastor's house.

Saturday afternoon brought with it a change of
setting to an orphanage down the road from the
school. Eight boys live at the orphanage with little
in terms of male mentoring figures. A live-in house
mom cares for the boys and seems to love them as
her own, but also seems somewhat overwhelmed
with the care and parenting of the boys.
Understandably so. She has a big job.

A few people formed a work crew at the orphanage
and traipsed the spacious grounds, picking up
trash, raking leaves, cleaning out gutters, spotting
sloths in nearby trees and smoothing the
orphanage's soccer pitch for improved play. A few
of the boys helped in the cleanup, and we took
advantage of getting to know the kids while
working alongside each other.

And while we don't know the extent of the inner
work that God is doing in the hearts of the
numerous kids our groups interacted with, the
smiles and laughter of the children ministered to
our hearts just as much as theirs. And at the
orphanage in particular, the change in attitude in
the boys from when we first arrived to several
hours later at the time of our departure, was
remarkable. To see the way their countenance
changed and how they acted like carefree beings
for a time, the way God made them, touched our
hearts in a unique way.

We pray that God
would continue to
work in the lives
and hearts of
these boys at the
orphanage of San
Carlos, as well as
in the hearts of all
those we
interacted with
throughout the
weekend. We
serve an amazing
God, and what a
_ pleasure it is to

e’ take part in this
e work in furthering
His kingdom.

All for Jesus!
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