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San Carlos Missions: El Mirador

or over two years now teams from our

language school, Instituto de Lengua
Espanola, in San Jose, have been reaching out to
a little town called El Mirador in the San Carlos
area of Costa Rica. Every trimester we have been
connecting with Marion and Mary Woods and
Steve Semler at the Centro Rural Methodista
Camp.

The June 2007 trip was very fruitful and life
changing for many. Our team of 23 consisted of
people from Canada, Korea, Costa Rica and
United States. We were involved in four areas of
ministry. Grace Hong from Korea and her team did
a wonderful job in reaching out to 80 youth who
showed up for the children®s program. GodOs love
was shared through music, stories, games, and
crafts. We were also able to provide snacks and a
drink for each child.

While the children were being cared for
another group led by John Overholt from Canada
visited people in their homes. The pastor of the
Methodist church in El Mirador plus two of the
church members joined with us and were a great
blessing. The team had prepared gift bags
containing things such as toothpaste and
toothbrushes, packages of macaroni and other
practical items to give out. The second gift was a
specially designed bracelet that illustrated the
good news that God has provided freely for
mankind. As we were warmly welcomed into
peopleOs homes, and shared GodOs wonderful
message of love, acceptance and forgiveness, 23

of them acknowledged their need for a total
change in their lives. It was heart warming to see
so many reach out to receive true forgiveness from
past sins and receive the gift of eternal life through
Jesus Christ.

As we went from house to house we also
invited the women to a special meeting led by
three of our ladies: Debbie Overholt, Cherry
Schwulst and Debbie Roan. They were not sure
how many women would be coming but prepared,
beforehand, 30 lovely gift bags to hand out. It was
exciting to see 28 ladies show up and especially
the ones we had invited from our visitations. Our
ladies were very open and transparent in sharing
testimonies of how the Lord had helped them
through difficult times in their own lives. There was
a very sweet and tender spirit in that meeting and |
know everyone was blessed and encouraged.
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While all of these other things were going
on, another part of our team was sharing GodOs
love in a very practical way. They were helping to
build an extension on a house so that a blind man
would have more than a dirt floor to sleep on. It
was great to see our team working together with
the local church members in the area. A short
term mission trip is also great for knitting the
hearts of the team closer together. This all
happened as we traveled together by bus over
the hills of Costa Rica, ate together in restaurants
and at the camp, and shared the wonderful
experience of bunk bed accommodations.

Our trip was capped off by listening to
Marion Woods, a youthful 88 year old veteran of
the faith sharing some of his life lessons. On the
drive back home we were all a little tired but it was
a good tired filled with good memories. | hope that
God will bless you with your experiences in Costa
Rica, and that He will bring you back soon. Go to

Http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HO7zEIhAvGc
to see the video.

~ John and Debbie Overholt
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