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Aldersgate's 2007 VIM team to Costa
Rica was very successful. There were

26 people on the team, divided into 3 work teams
VBS, construction and vision screening), with the
NwTx Conference of the UMC very well
represented, with half the team being from the
Lubbock/Amarillo area (to include Hereford and
Idalou) and half from Abilene.

Upon our arrival in Costa Rica, the team was
augmented by Russell Gilabert and his sons,
Nathaniel and Phillip.  Both Russell and his wife,
Xinia, had assisted us in the past, primarily as
translators, a role Russell and the boys played
very well.

One of the highlights of this team was the
number of members who spoke Spanish, from one
degree or another of fluency, down to the
conversational level:  13, a vast departure from the
past. The Gilaberts only enhanced this aspect of
the team.

During the first 2 days, all three work teams
were in the village of El Recreo, which is about 15
miles south of Upala. There, the construction
team worked for 3 days, repairing the ceiling and
roof of the village health clinic. Along the way, it
was discovered that there were problems in both
the plumbing and electrical systems, so repairs
were also effected in them. To repair the ceiling of
the clinic, the corrugated roofing had to be
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removed and when the first sheet came off,
something totally unexpected happened. The bat
colony that had been occupying the space
between the ceiling and roof hastily vacated the
premises, greatly surprising the team.  Needless to
say, once the ceiling boards were removed, the
interior of the clinic needed a good scrubbing.

On the 4th day, the construction team moved to
the El Recreo Methodist Church, where they
designed and installed a drainage system for the
church. After each rain, the sanctuary would flood.

For the first 2 days of the work week, the VBS
and Vision Screening teams set up shop in the El
Recreo two-room Elemenatary School.  Between
50  60 children participated in the VBS program,
daily. The program consisted of arts and crafts,
singing songs, learning Bible verses and playing
games, both indoors and out. Approximately 65
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70 children participated in the program in Upala,
each day, with many of their mothers in
attendance and volunteering to help. In both
places, the children eagerly participated and
everyone, VBS staff, children and mothers had a
great time.

The Vision Screening team had a busy time,
screening 142 people the first day. The next two
days were spent in the village of Puntarenas
where 154 people received eye exams.  Out of
that total, 296, 181 received new, prescription eye
glasses and 181 received reading glasses.

It was a tired but extremely happy group that
headed back to Texas on the 9th.  It was also a
humbling experience, to be God's hands, doing
His work, in serving and witnessing to the
beautiful people of Costa Rica.  Everyone felt
blessed to have been able to feed the Lord's
sheep in this manner.

And kudos are also due Marion and Mary
Woods, without whose help and coordination this
could not have been done.  Muchas gracias,
Mario y Maria. You're beautiful people.

May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;
establish the work of our hands for us — yes,
establish the work of our hands. Psalm 90:17

June 17-24: Team from Knoxville, Tn

2 Corinthians 12: 9-10 “My grace is all
you need, for my power is greatest

when you are weak. “
Our team out of Bearden United Methodist Church
from Knoxville, TN arrived for our second mission
trip to Pital, Costa Rica on June 17th. With the
theme of “Our Journey” setting the tone, we were
seventeen youth and adults ready to be God’s
hands and feet. The team, led by Shea McClure,
planned and prepared as best we could, but
ultimately God’s hand held us up and guided us.
Throughout the week we were blessed by God’s
“Journey” for us. The team worked side by side
construction with Pastor Wilbur, church members,
and a few hired workers painting buildings,
preparing the site, and starting on a new fence
and gated area for the church. Our team,
especially the youth, was blessed to have the
chance to spend time with the children of Pital in
our Summer Bible School. The Bible School,
always a joy and highlight for everyone, was
invited to present our program to the school
across the street from the church. At first we were
concerned that we were not prepared for a group
this size (300 plus). But Shea and Bryan, another
team member encouraged us to take a step out
and not be fearful-God was with us. Without fail,

He was.
When the
day and
time came
to go to the
school, it
began to
pour rain.
We had to
present our
program of
songs and
skits telling
of God’s
promises in
a room that
would only
hold around
150
children. God had a plan. He knew the numbers
that would work and all went as he planned it.
When we were small in supplies, God’s plan was
the greatest. This was one leg of God’s Journey
for our team. We could not always see the path,
nor know all the turns — it required faith when we
were weak.
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WHY GO ALL THE WAY TO COSTA RICA?
6/

I thought I had taken everything I needed -
passport, work clothes, flashlight, clean underwear,
candy, toys for the children (and me). From Sunday,
June 24 to Saturday, July 9th we arose early in the
morning for breakfast and fellowship, separated
ourselves into various work-groups, and off we went
trying to avoid the impending rain.  In the evenings
we assembled for devotions and then crashed into
our luxurious double-sheeted, damp beds ready to
sweat the night away.

Why did we work so long and hard to get ready
and belabor the congregation with photos and
stories of last year's mission trip? With so many
worthy projects all around us, so many needs at our
own doorstep, why were we anxious to go far away
to another country, to another culture to offer our
services? Doesn't it seem at the least a trifle
unnecessary?

Well, I'm not sure I can entirely explain it. There
is, admittedly, a selfish angle involved. It is the joy of
receiving and sharing the sense of oneness almost
instantly recognized because of our common faith in
Jesus Christ. It is the lift that comes from seeing
love and commitment in action.

I suppose I personally went  I needed the boost
those devoted 22 other brothers and sisters exude
so sincerely.  Have you had the opportunity of
looking into Jennifer DeVitt's eyes since she
returned? Or have you taken the time to talk to
Cathy Surbin about her passion for missions and
her plans for her children and her mother? (I have
never worked so hard in my life trying to keep that
woman supplied with paint in my life.) And have you
ever seen the depth of faith poured out over our
leader, Dave Neilson, when he had to go to the
hospital?

I also went to learn. The church in Central
America can do so much with so little. Not blessed
with the facilities and things we have here, they
squeeze every ounce of possibility out of what they
do not have and never utter a complaint. Complain
about what, the freedom to worship God?

The lack of a spiffy organ in no way impedes the
production of stirring church music. We know this is
true because we heard it, we have watched it, and
we have participated in it.  Some songs they sang to
us.  We had no idea what they were saying, but
sure did feel WHO they were singing about. There
was a distinct sense of what was really important.

I have never seen a more poignant acting out of
God's Word than I did when Richard and Co. taught
us all about the paraplegic who was lowered
through the roof so he could see Jesus.

Finally, I hope we went because we wanted to
share our faith in Jesus.

24 - 7/1, Team from Winter Park, FL

~Dale Perkins


