
A team of 20 from First United
Methodist Church of Winter Park FL worked in
Santa Fe July 17-21. The days were split with
construction in the morning and Vacation
Bible School for the children in the afternoon.
The construction projects involved work on a
fence being installed around the church
property and painting roofs and doors on the
church buildings.  Vacation Bible School
included games, crafts, snacks, singing, and
of course a Bible story presented through
skits. On the first day, about 40 children
attended and on the last day around 100
children were there to learn more about God
in a fun and spirit filled environment!  Our
team was rewarded with the blessings that
come from being able to serve others. The
week was spiritually renewing and enriching
thru daily devotions. The team members
developed warm and friendly relationships
with the people and children in Santa Fe.
There were several team members in tears
about having to leave on the last day.  Five of
the members on the team had never been on
a mission trip before and all of them remarked
about what an unforgettable experience we
had that week!  Most of the team is looking
forward to returning again in 2007!

~ Julie Cave
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The optical team also set up in the
dining hall to do eye exams and fit glasses for
the masses of people lining up each day at
our door.  Finding the perfect prescription
glasses to meet individual needs is always a
challenge, but our team once again was
blessed with patience and determination.
Since we are unable to fit glasses on children
under age 10, we decided to provide our
exam findings and frames to those affected by
our limitations.  We kept a list of those
needing assistance with their eyeglass needs
and even started a fund to help defray their
expenses.

The VBS team, led by Karen Walker (a
more than competent translator and joyous
spirit), traveled all over the Costa Rica
countryside bringing God's message and their
stories, crafts and songs to the children from
various villages and churches, including El
Mirador.  We were especially blessed to visit
Pastor Felix's church and hear his powerful
testimony of God's faithfulness.

Team from First UMC in Midland, TX: July 7-17
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On Friday, July 7th , our team of
21 arrived in San Jose looking forward to a
week filled with hard work, fellowship, and
sharing.  For three members of the team, this
was the seventh annual trip to the Rural
Methodist Center and the third trip for three
others.  Hopefully, it will be the beginning of
many more trips to Costa Rica for the entire
team.

As always, we were met with warm
welcomes from the staff of the Center and a
full list of work needing to be done.  We were
pleased to find out that Marion and Mary's
plans for our work week meant that we would
be working at the Center, itself!  No long bus
rides this year!

The dental team, led by Dr. Randy Bell,
set up their clinic in the dining hall and began
seeing patients bright and early on Monday
morning.  We were able to give check ups to
the entire staff and their families, the orphans
and caretakers from a nearby orphanage, and
people from surrounding villages and towns.
Our only challenge appeared to be that
electricity would be off nearly all day on Friday.
Proving once again that God provides, we
were able to use the Center's gas generator
and we were able to keep working during the
blackout. The dental clinic is always a busy,
busy place and this year's team was fabulous
at easing anxiety and physical pain with their
gentle care.



The mission team from Mulberry Street United
Methodist Church was at the Rural Methodist Center in Costa
Rica in mid July 2006. The work undertaken by the team
included roof painting at the center and at El Mirador, a Bible
school for local children, pouring a concrete floor in a one
room house in El Leone, and beginning construction of a new
house in El Leone. This was the fourth trip by Mulberry to
Costa Rica, it was my first. My previous mission experience
was with local new construction with Habitat for Humanity and
renovation projects with Christmas in April/Rebuilding
Together as well as demolition in New Orleans for Katrina
relief work. Frankly, I had wondered if it would be more
efficient to spend the cost of our airfare to hire local
experienced labor in order to get more construction done with
the same budget.

Most of my time was spent at El Leone. What I found
impressed me greatly. I was surprised to find a family of five
living in a "house" with one single dark room and only one
light bulb for light. This was a polite family of five with three
children spaced several years apart in age, a mother and a
father. The family was surprisingly clean in spite of living on a
dirt floor in conditions that were much more like camping than
what we think of as a home.

The roof and walls were made from corrugated tin
that I suspect was salvaged material from old buildings that
varied widely in age. The individual tin panels showed varying
amounts of weathering, different shades of faded paint, and
various degrees of rust, and perforation giving the building a
patchwork appearance. The interior was dark. There are no
interior walls in the house. The outside walls were made of
wood framing with the tin nailed on the exterior side. Inside
the ruff-sawn wood farming was exposed much like we might
see in an old barn in the states. The single light bulb was not

sufficient to light the dark interior space with the rusted tin
walls and dark earth floor. The dark interior surfaces seemed
to absorb the light from the loan bulb, leaving the interior
dimly lit except for the tiny spots of bright light that shined
through the nail holes in the tin like stars in the sky. There
were two small windows on the front of the house, but most of
the glass  was missing from the window sashes and wood
partially covered the openings. The access to the house was
by walking on a plank over a ditch which ran around the
house and then off down a gentle slope. The ditch apparently
served for drainage of both rainwater and waste water. The
access reminded me of the makeshift gangplanks that are
often used during new construction in the states to act a a
bridge over the trench that is dug to build a footing and
foundation.

Outside the yard and family garden plot were neat
and well maintained.  It was clear to me that this was a family
that was making the best of a life without most of the things
that the rest of us consider basic necessities. It was humbling
and a privilege to work with them to pour a concrete floor
inside their home. The finishing touch was a small concrete
sidewalk that served as a bridge over the ditch at the front
door where the plank had been.

Should we have spent the cost of our trip to hire
local professionals to work in Costa Rica?

A nameless faceless donation from unknown people
living comfortably in an affluent nation 1600 miles to the North
would have been one option. By making the trip, taking the
time, and breaking a sweat to help, the team brought a
personal touch to the mission field in the name of Christ. We
could have bought assistance for them and it would have
been that a good thing. Instead the team brought it to them.
The personal touch that the team brought was not lost on the
people.

As for the team, I believe that everyone involved
came away better for the experience. I have never worked
with a finer group. It was a truly a privilege to be included.
Thanks for the opportunity. ~Jim Smith

Team from Mulberry Street UMC July 11th - 20th
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