COSTA RICA MISSIONS!

WE

HELLO FRIENDS!

Welcome to the August part
two edition of the WE FISH
4U newsletter! Please print
copies for your church,
families and friends. You
may view this and previous

copies of the newsletter at:
www.costaricamethodist.org.
Pass it on!
Steve Semler, Costa Rican Missionary
Email: ifish4you75@hotmail.com
Kim Cope, Editor

August 2, 2006, the time had arrived for the
three M's, Marion, Mary, and Papa Mark to return
to the United States for two months.

Traveling with Papa Russell is a unique treat.
He never meets a stranger. “I'm from
Pennsylvania, Home of the First Oil Well. Do you
know where that is?” AlImost no one ever
guesses, “Titusville, Pennsylvania”, but soon they
have heard about the discovery of oil there.

We enjoyed a day in Huntsville, Alabama, with
our children, David and Lynda, Haley, Harrison
and Hayden. Then we headed north to
Pennsylvania where our extended Russell Family
had a wonderful gathering, most of whom we had
not seen for many years. We celebrated the
birthday of our dear Aunt Edith, Papa's only living
sibling and made some precious memories.

Russel family reunion
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Be ye fishers of men -
YOU catch them &
HE'LL clean them!!

After a restful week in Pennsylvania, we left for
Dublin, Georgia, for Marion's cataract surgery.
Our good friend, Hank Ballance, assured us that
he had made all the appointments for Marion.

We flew from Cleveland to Atlanta on August 11,
a day of terrorist bombings in London not the best
day to be flying to say the least! Terry Martin
from Dublin met us and took us to stay with Hank
and his sons, Jeffrey and Kevin.

As we moved through our plans for medical
care, we were assured over and over that God
had planned well for our care through Hank. The
first morning we saw ophthalmologist, Dr. Randall
Ozment, who is a joy to know, very competent,
with a state-of-the-art clinic and an outstanding,
caring staff. Over a five week period, Marion had
both eyes operated on and recovered well.

Hank, Marion and Dr. Ozment
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| learned that | had medical problems, too, and
Hank opened doors for me to be cared for with
problems with my thyroid. All the tests turned out
satisfactorily. We needed rest! In this most
comfortable home, we began to recuperate and
return to renewed health.

Marion was tested and fitted for new hearing
aids by a doctor who expressed interest in coming
to Costa Rica to serve in her field of hearing care.

While we were recuperating from eye surgeries
and resting, Hank was busily arranging 'mission
information meetings' for us with interested
laypersons, pastors, mission committees. We
enjoyed meeting many wonderful people and
sharing about the needs in Costa Rica.

Meetings at Hanks

Teen Challenge, Dublin, invited us to worship
with them. Marion had a glorious opportunity to
speak to the men and to pray with each one
following his message. It was a special time in the
Lord! Most of these men, if not all, had never
been prayed for by their own father. How
important is a father's love!

Marion at Teen Challenge

Return to the States cont.

Hank graciously invited many friends from the
larger Dublin area to come to the house to learn
more about the mission work here in Costa Rica.
We felt God's presence and blessing as the
medical care and the mission contacts came
together.

One of those contacts was with the Mulberry
United Methodist Church in Macon. Over the past
few years when their mission team came to help
us they worked on the church building at Los
Angeles of La Fortuna. The team bonded with
their good friends at Los Angeles. They now
desired to return to help build a Christian
Education Building for the church. We met with
their mission team, pastors, and team members
both at Hank's in Dublin and on Sunday night at
the Church in Macon. The Mulberry Mission
Committee with Finance Committee approval
adopted the building project at Los Angeles.
Watch for more information in future newsletters!

Mulberry United Methodist Church in Macon

We had a two wonderful weeks visiting our
family in North Georgia, Toby, Deanna, Samantha,
Delly, Bobby, and Toby Jr. and again in Huntsville
to spend more than a day with David, Lynda,
Haley, Harrison and Hayden.

Clarkson family

Miller family
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Eessssssssssssssssssssssssss R etUrn to the States cont.

In late September Dr. Ozment released Marion
following his eye surgeries and we left for Kansas.
We had a wonderful visit with our family there,
Rigo, Margie and Karen came from Colorado.

At Homecoming at Kansas Wesleyan University
in Salina, Marion was awarded the Distinguished
Service Award for his many years of missionary
service in Costa Rica. Marion's brother, Rex and
his wife, Patricia, from Belleville, Rigo and Margie,
our children, and our friends, Maxine and Bob
Brooks from Hutchinson, Kansas, joined us for the
evening. The award is much appreciated but the
joy of family present, meeting the staff at KWU,
and many former classmates made it a very
special weekend.

The joyous outcome of the weekend is the
interest that has been generated for Kansas
Wesleyan to come to Costa Rica and work
'shoulder to shoulder' with our new Methodist
University. The plans are being made now for a
KWU Volunteer in Mission Team.

After a wonderful mini-family reunion in Abilene,
Kansas, Mary returned to Alabama to meet her
brother, Mark, who brought Papa to Dave and
Lynda's. Papa and Mary flew from Huntsville to
Houston. Marion stayed those days with Margie
and Rigo and then he flew from Wichita to
Houston. We all met in the Houston Airport and
flew back home together to Costa Rica on
September 28th.

We thanked God for His innumerable blessings
through many precious friends and our family all
along the way. The time had come to return to our
Co-workers and the ministry in Costa Rica which
God has given us.

Marion and Mary Woods and Papa Russell

It is always hard to say those Goodbyes. Just
say “Hasta Luego, Great Grandpa!”

Rigo, Marion, Margie and Karen

Marion and Mary with KWU award

Hasta Luego, Great Grandpa!

Page 3 of 3




